
 

There is a new presence in the ED at 
University Hospitals St. John Medical 
Center these days. Who is the new 
guy? 

Well, His name is Matt Sheehan. Matt is 
the new EMS Coordinator for UH St. 
John Medical Center. 
 
A little about Matté He is no stranger to 
the area, or to the emergency medical 

community. He has been a Cleveland 
Firefighter since 1981, where after his 
acclimation assignments, he settled in 
to 27 years working on rescue 
squads. He currently serves the 
Cleveland Fire Department as a 
Lieutenant on Rescue Squad 4, 
Clevelandôs most highly trained 
rescue company. Matt has been a 
paramedic since 1992. He is also a 
paramedic instructor, American Heart 
Association instructor and holds 
certifications in all aspects of technical 
rescue. Matt is also trained as a 
rescue diver. 
 His duties will include work 
and instructing inside UH St. John 
Medical Center as well as travelling to 
area Fire Departments to hold in 
station in services. Welcome Matt! 
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We have been listening. Wasteful? Expensive? Not us. At the  University Hospitals 

EMS Training and Disaster Preparedness Institute, we believe in responsible social 

behavior, and that includes going green.  Why waste reams of paper, lots of toner, 

and all that postage to print a newsletter? We couldn't think of a good reason. So, we 

will continue to publish Vital Signs using email and website links to deliver it. Whatôs 

in YOUR email box?  
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EMS Jane Still Available!  

Donôt forget to use EMS Jane at emsjane.com. The Institute has 

renewed the subscriptions. Any problems? Email us. 

Whoôs  The New Guy at St. John 

 Medical Center? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality trauma care is dependant on 
seamless teamwork that begins pre-
hospital and continues through admission 
and discharge.  To serve that goal, 
PTCNs are drawn from the Pediatric ED 
and Pediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU) 
staffs.  When on duty, ED and PICU 
PTCNs will respond to the ED for trauma 
resuscitations.  The PICU Core Nurse will 
continue to care for the patient as he or 
she is admitted.  This improves bedside 
care and enhances continuity. 
 
The next time your pediatric trauma 
patient comes to Rainbow, know that 
Molly, Nikki, Maria, Geri and Laura stand 
ready to provide the high level of care our 
pediatric patients deserve. 

Chances are that the next time your 
pediatric trauma patient arrives at the 
Rainbow Pediatric ED, he or she will 
be greeted by one of our newly 
appointed Pediatric Trauma Core 
Nurses (PTCN).  What are PTCNs?  
They are a select group of nurses 
expert in the resuscitation and care of 
pediatric trauma patients.  Nurses 
appointed to the PTCN role have 
demonstrated excellence and a 
passion for trauma care.  Their role is 
to serve as peer leaders, championing 
cont inuous improvements and 
providing education to all levels of 
trauma care providers.  They are all 
credentialed in pediatric trauma care 
and have received specialized training. 
 

Rainbow Begins Trauma Core Nurse Program  
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Change Makers raise funds for the  
Childrenôs Miracle Network at  

Rainbow Babies & Childrenôs Hospital. 
 

Gather your business, your friends, or 
your school and help support the cause 

in your own unique way.  
 

Become a Change Maker and make a 
difference for Rainbow kids like Max.  

 
It just makes cents . 

 
 

www.RainbowBabies.org/CMN  

(216) 844-0418 

 

Are YOU a  
 

   Change  
 

 Maker?  

Max, Rainbow patient  
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University Hospitals physicians had an 
excellent showing in the March 2010 Best 
Doctors issue of Cleveland Magazine. There 
were 204 UH doctors on the list, 39 more than 
in 2009. 
  
Raymond Onders, MD, director of adult 
minimally invasive surgery, appeared on the 
magazine cover and five UH doctors ð John 
Blebea, MD, division chief of vascular and 
endovascular surgery; Alan Cohen, MD, 
surgeon-in-chief at UH Rainbow Babies & 
Childrenôs Hospital and division chief of 
pediatric neurosurgery;  Peter DeGolia, MD, 
director of the center for geriatric medicine; 
Afshin Dowlati, MD, disease team leader, lung 
cancer and thoracic scientific team; and 
Jonathan Ross, MD, division chief of pediatric 
urology ð were featured in special profiles. 
  
The list is excerpted from ñThe Best Doctors 

in Americaò database, which is compiled by 

Best Doctors Inc. through peer-to-peer 

physician surveys and nominations. 

Congratulations to all! Click here to visit the 

Best Doctors web page located on 

UHhospitals.org. 

UH Physicians Recognized on 2010 Best Doctors List  

A $1 million donation to UH from the Fergus family of Avon, OH, has created the Mary D. Fergus 

Endowed Chair in Maternal-Fetal Medicine. Terrence Fergus and his family made the gift in honor of his 

wife, Mary, for her many years of dedication as a neonatal nurse. The chair will be held by a physician 

leader in the Maternal-Fetal Care Center at UH Rainbow Babies & Childrenôs Hospital and UH 

MacDonald Womenôs Hospital. The Rainbow Babies & Children's Hospital Foundation provided a 

$500,000 match to the Fergus familyôs $1 million gift. 

UH Receives $1 Million Donation from Fergus Family  

https://mail.uhhospitals.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.uhhospitals.org/BestDocs
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AHA Courses now taught at St John MC 

The Institute has begun providing ACLS and PALS courses at Saint John West Shore Hospital. Access the 

available courses by going to uhems.org and clicking on the desired course from the courses listed on the 

left. Go to the registration area to view the available locations for that course. Courses are also offered at UH 

Geauga Woodie Brook and the University Hospitals Management Services Center. 

 
 provide the necessary equipment and 
training to the area EMS agencies to 
reduce door to balloon time.  The program 
has been a tremendous success. 
SEE WHERE WE STAND! 
You are invited to take a short survey for 
Mission: Lifeline called "Ohio EMS 
assessment for STEMI" by acting on the 
following link. Thank you!  
 
h t t p s : / / www. s u r v e ym o n k e y . c o m / s /
OhioEMSAssessment 

 
Every year, almost 400,000 people ex-
perience ST-Elevation Myocardial Infarc-
tion (STEMI)-- the deadliest type of heart 
attack. Unfortunately, a significant num-
ber do not receive prompt reperfusion 
therapy, which is critical in restoring 
blood flow. Worse yet, 30 percent of 
STEMI victims do not receive reperfusion 
treatment at all. Mission: LifelineÊ seeks 
to save lives by closing the gaps that 
separate STEMI patients from timely ac-
cess to appropriate treatments. 
 
Although Mission: LifelineÊ is focusing 
on improving the system of care for the 
nearly 400,000 patients who suffer from 
a STEMI each year, improving that sys-
tem will ultimately improve care for all 
heart attack patients. 
 
Continuing to be leaders in patient care 
in all areas, in 2008, University Hospitals 
Harrington-McLaughlin Heart & Vascular 
Institute proudly placed into service the 
first STEMI system in Ohio.  
University Hospitals  was able to 

MISSION: LIFELINE 
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The Northern Ohio Poison Center (NOPC), based at UH Rainbow Babies & 
Children Hospital, serves the poison information needs of 24 counties in 
Northern Ohio. Available 24/7 through a national toll-free number,                 
1-800-222-1222, the 15 Poison Information Specialists handled over 60,000 
calls from the citizens of their call area in 2009. The registered nurses have an extensive training in 
toxicology, with direct oversight by the only 3 board-certified toxicologists in Northern Ohio. The 
service is free to all members of the public, and we are a particularly valuable resource to healthcare 
facilities and first responders. 
 
The Poison Information Specialists can provide immediate management of accidental or intentional 
exposures to drugs, chemicals, insecticides, plants, bites or stings, whether of a household, 
industrial, or environmental nature. The NOPC is certified by the American Association of Poison 
Control Centers, and contributes to the National Poison Database System (NPDS), the largest 
toxicology database in the world. The NPDS logged over 3 million entries in 2009, and real-time 
surveillance is performed on the information that the 57 certified poison centers are uploading to it 
constantly. 

 
We are your poison control center, and we encourage you to call us for 
any reason! 

Introducing the Northern Ohio Poison Center  
By: Alfred Aleguas, PharmD, D.ABAT  
Managing Director ï Northern Ohio Poison Center  

The University Hospitals EMS Training & Disaster 
Preparedness Institute continuing education website 
content is growing. Those choosing to take 
advantage of our online training opportunities can 
now log in and take quizzes based on new content. 
Dr. Garlisi is providing an article for every edition of 
Vital Signs. In this issue, Dr. Garlisi covers geriatric 
falls. He goes over types of falls, injuries and 
complications.  

There are also new pediatric and geriatric courses 
available.  New video and PowerPoint courses are 
coming soon. 

To join the growing number of users, simply go to 
uhems.org, click on ñFire/EMT Online Education,ò 
click on your city (or med command), and send an 
email with the registration information requested in 
the middle of the page to the listed email address. 
How easy is that? You will get a confirmation email 
when you are set up.   

UH EMS Training & Disaster Preparedness Institute  

Continuing Education Website Offers New Courses!  


